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A millennium is finally over.  During the past several months we’ve been bombarded with lists of the top stories, songs, people, events, etc. of the past. Through the best of the year, the best of the decade, the best of the century and maybe to even the best of the millennium; the lists have gone on and on.  The histories and reenactments have also gone on and on. But what do we do now that a new millennium has started?





Perhaps this would be a good time to recognize that the past, whether interesting or tragic, is behind us and we’re going to spend the rest of our lives living tomorrows.  While we need to remember the past to learn from it, and recollection of pleasant memories can bring us pleasure, every other moment we spend in the past is a moment not spent working on tomorrow.  Heaven knows we need to give more thought to tomorrow than we’ve given it in the past.





Too many people spend their time focusing on old hurts and injustices without giving any attention to dealing with them and then moving on to what they’re going to do with the rest of their lives.  It’s like being stuck with the attitude that the glass is half empty. All it can bring is melancholy if not sorrow.  





 Today’s problems and those that will appear tomorrow are the ones that demand our attention.  Individually, our interest in the future is fairly short, months in most cases and a small number of years for the rest. Governments and large businesses might try to think ahead a decade or two, rarely two, and try to position themselves for the “most likely scenarios”.  The occasional intellectual think tank might try to have a longer view but, as that doesn’t require them to spend much money, their fantasies can be indulged.





The global warming crowd finds satisfaction in looking ahead centuries for a doomsday scenario.  You have to hand it to pessimists for picking win-win situations.  If their predictions come true they have the satisfaction of being right and if they don’t come true, pessimists can be pleasantly surprised.





The optimists on the other hand are always being disappointed.  First of all, being optimists, they always think good things will happen sooner rather than later.  Secondly, things tend to happen because someone can see a profit in making them happen.  This takes away some of the “goodness” in their optimism.





But, let’s be optimists anyway.  Even when things don’t work out, optimists are always sure tomorrow will be better.  That sounds like a happy way to live.





This doesn’t necessarily mean to just put on a happy face and let the chips fall where they may.  There is still work to be done to help make tomorrow  a better day.  The critical action is to help tomorrow to be a better day, rather than just passively hoping it will be a better day.  This is the positive, action oriented attitude that New Year’s resolutions are made of.  





What would you like to see improved in the family, the neighborhood, the town, the country or the world?  And how might you bring about change, no matter how small, in that direction?  Bringing about change is much more fun than moping around complaining about what “other people” aren’t doing to make things more to your liking.  And you have to keep in mind, that for many, you could be part of the “other people” who aren’t doing anything positive to make things better.





We’re already five days into a new millennium, it’s time to get started working on this one. 








